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terms of the consultative pact, with its reference to 'premisses for
wider co-operation with other states \ appeared harmless enough, but
the final phase of the Italo-Austro-Hungarian negotiations had
coincided with a revival of rumours that a Hapsburg restoration was
under consideration; this had caused the Governments of the Little
Entente countries to renew their declarations that they would regard
the return of the Hapsburgs as a casus belli j1 and Signor Mussolini
added fuel to the flame by choosing the occasion of a speech to
Fascist leaders on the 18th March, 1934, the day following the signa-
ture of the protocols, to make it clear that Hungary's territorial
ambitions were still regarded with sympathy by Italy.2 The Hun-
garian Government themselves did nothing to dispel the suspicions
aroused by Signor Mussolini's speech; and the fear that economic
co-operation with Hungary implied revision of the territorial settle-
ment3 continued to constitute a serious obstacle to the establishment
of co-operation between the Little Entente and the Italo-Austro-
Hungarian group.

Nevertheless, the Governments of the Little Entente were careful
not to take any step which could be interpreted as a definite rejection
of the Italian offer of economic collaboration. The references to ' the
principles contained in the Danubian memorandum3 in the second
of the three protocols of the 17th March indicated that this offer was
still open, and comment on the protocols in the Italian Press laid

1 Statements to this effect were made by Dr. Benes, Monsieur Jevti6 (the
Jugoslav Foreign Minister) and the Kumanian Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs between the 8th and the 18th March, 1934. The immediate cause of
these declarations was a report that discussions had been going on between
Austrian and Hungarian Legitimists. The growing strength of the Monarchist
movement in Austria continued to give rise to anxiety in the Little Entente
countries throughout 1934, Some concern was shown, for instance, when the
Archduke Eugen, the former Grand Master of the Teutonic Order and one of
the most distinguished of the older generation of Hapsburgs, was permitted
in April to return to Austria and live on Ms estates. The fear that the Arch-
duke's return was a dangerous portent was confirmed in September, when
Ms acceptance of the freedom of the city of Eisenstadt, in Burgenland, on
behalf of Otto, the eldest son of the last Hapsburg Emperor, was made the
occasion of a Monarchist demonstration. Otto's own movements were the
subject of many rumours during the summer, but the conjecture that
he might appear in Austria proved to be without foundation. Eeports that
he had had an interview with Signor Mussolini and that his marriage with an
Italian princess was under consideration were denied, but they served to
keep the Little Entente states on the alert. The Monarchist tendencies of the
Austrian Government were strengthened after Dr. DoUfuss's death, for the
new Chancellor, Dr. Schuschnigg, had the reputation of being an ardent
Legitimist, and Ms Foreign Minister, Herr von Berger-Waldenegg, was believed
to share his views.             a See the Introduction to this part, p. 329, above.

3 See pp. 346-7, 348, 349, above, for anti-revisionist statements by Little
Entente representatives and the Hungarian reaction to them.